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TRIUMPHANT CHRISTIAN. 


Ses the end of publiſhing the follow- 
« ing narrative, is rather for the good 
8 A ) of thoſe that read, than to raife a 


reputation for the deceaſed, or his 
PRPR ſurviving relations, none of which 
ſtand in need of any ſuch: methods to inbance 
| their worth; we ſhall, as we have been defired, 
# | ** wholly conceal the name, family, and place 
of abode of our dear departed friend, whoſe _ 
dying behaviour: is the ſubje& of theſe ſheets. - 
The world. may be aſſured the relation is true: 
and that it is almoſt” word for word the fame 
that was delivered by the gentleman. himſelf. 
The glory of God and the good of his people 
were the great deſigns he ever had in view, and 
it would be acting unfaithfully by him, ik 
in this work, which ſo nearly concerns himfelt 
we ſhould not entirely purſue the ſame inten- 
tions; therefore to the honour of God andthe Be- 
nefit of Mankind, it is entirely devoted: may it 
effectually produce both thoſe bleſſed Purpoſes. 
All then that's neceſſary to be ſaid of this good 
man, 1s, that he was born a gentleman -and 
of religious. parents. He was their only 
child, and heir to twelve hundred pounds a year ; 
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which he has now left, with ome” Gall” addi. 


tions, to a ſon and two daughters, the poſſeſſors 
of his fortune and virtues ;, his lady, an exem- 
plary pious chriſtian, died ſome years before 
bim: he had a very liberal education; was ſome 


time at an univerſity in Holland, after; which 


he travelled for about two years ; then return- 


ing to England, married, and ſettled in a ſeat of: 


his own, near a large town about fifty miles 
from London; where he lived five and thirty 


years without removing, unleſs for a few days, 


till he changed that ſituation for the ſilent grave-:. 
he was a man of extenſive knowledge, great ex- 
perience in religion, and had fine natural parts, 
His diſpoſition and deportment. were ſweet and 
engaging,. his perſon comely, -his converſation 
wiſe, inſtructive, and agreeable : He was hum- 


* 
. 


ble, and courteous, kind to all, charitable to 
the diſtreſſed, eſpecially the induſtrious poor; 


and many a family has he ſaved by his private 


aſſiſtance from deſtruction, which would other- | 


wiſe have. been inevitably ruined: his houſe 
was a little ſanQuary, a place where God 
; Awelt, or a ſociety, as it might more properly 
be called, which God bleſſed, and in which He 
was loved, obeyed, and conftantly worſhipped; 
a ſweet agreement, peace, and good- will reigned 
among them; they were all pious without enthu- 
ſiaſm and ſerious withqut affectation; beloved and 
highly eſteemed by all their acquaintance, of what- 
ſoęver different perſuaſion in religion they might 
be; and no man could leave this world more uni- 
verſally lamented, among all that had any know- 
ledge of him, than the deceaſed ; he departed 


i 


not but by 


FE vil | 
September the gth 1725, in the b adh year 
of his 
God, and for the good of mankind, 5 all 
the offices of Religion and humanity. wh 
After what has been ſaid, we need make no 
— apology for this publication. We doubt 
the divine aſſiſtance, it may be of 


great advantage to many 


with the approbation of a great and good man, 


allow us to quote his opinion in the caſe, in his 


own words: The truth is, ſays he, there 


* is nothing in hiſtory which is fo improving to 
* the reader, as thoſe accounts which we meet 


« with of the deaths of eminent perſons, and 
of their behaviour in that awful ſeaſon. I 


may alſo add; that there are no parts in hiſſory, 


« which affect and pleaſe the reader in ſo ſenſi- 
© ble a manner. The reaſon I take to be this; 


there is no one ſing 
ſtory of any perſon, which can poſſibly b 


the caſe of every one who reads it. A battle, 8 


* ora triumph are conjunctures in which not 
one man in a million is likely to be engaged; 

but when we ſee a perſon at the point of 
death, we cannot —— being attentive to 
every thing he ſays or does; becauſe we are 


ſure that ſome time or other we ſhall ourſelves 


„be in the ſame trying circumſtances. The 


*© general, the ſtateſman, or the philoſopher, are 


perhaps characters which we may never act in; 

but the dying man is one, whom ſooner or 

later, we ſhall certainly reſemble. 5 
3 . 45 The 


age, after a life ſpent to the Glory of 


ſerious perſons, both 
in life and death: but to back our thoughts 


le circumſtance in the 
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The reader is defired to carry in wikis thoughts 
as he goes on, that here is only what was ſpoken 
by the dying man; and that as they are nearly 


his own words, ſo they are ſet down in almoſt 
the ſame order he delivered them. His death 


was occaſioned by a conſumption; that for three þ 


or four years, by a gradual ſlow progreſs, had 
reduced and waſted him: the laſt year he wea- 
thered the diſtemper, by the divine bleſſing upon 
applications for his ſupport, to the amazement 
of all that ſaw him; he preſerved an alacrity of 
mind, uncommon in ſuch caſes, to the laſt ; ne- 
'ver was known to fail in the duties of his family, 
or abate the uſual converſation with his friends; 
till, at length the natural moiſture being dried 
up, and the vital heat exhauſted; the lamp of 
life went out at once, like the flame of an 
Expiring taper. & bug; 

On Saturday noon, the day bakers he died, 
he was ſenſible of a very great alteration in him- 
ſelf : this ſhock alarmed the family, but not him; 
at their requeſt, but againſt his own inclination, 
phy ſicians were immediately ſent for, and almoſil 
as ſoon diſmiſſed; they only confirmed the opi- 
nion that he bimſelf had, and indeed all his 
friends, that it was impoſſible for them to be of 
any fervice to him, or he to recover: nature 
was paſt help; and he had only to expect a 
ſpeedy diſſolution, (which happened a few hour 
aſter) therefore he ſent for three particula 
friends and his family, into his chamber ; where 
among all their tears and lamentations, with the 
utmoſt compofure of mind, he ſpoke to the 
ni the tender moving manner following. 


practiſed; they are ſufficient for your conduct 
either to God or man; go on as you have hi- 


LF 3 
My dear children and friends, I ſend for you 
to take my laſt leave of you, to bid you and 
all the world farewell: I am going where I 
hope one day we ſhall. have. a joyful meeting: 
but I ſhall never return to you ; the places and 
perſons that have known me, muſt here know 
me no more: come now; my dear children, and 
kiſs your dying father, or elſe you may loſe an 
opportunity for that laſt endearment: death is 
doing his work apace. Don't be ſo greatly moved; 
nothing but your tears can diſquiet me: I have 
nothing mow to do but to die: Tis a great work; 
O! to do it well! My worldly affairs are all 
ſettled; I won't ſpend a thought, I won't loſe a 


moment about them; I have but a few, a very 


few, I am ſatisſied, to come; may they be well 


employed: You'll find in the diſpoſal of my 


eſtate, how equally dear you are all to me, and 
how ſenſible I have been of the duty and affec- 
tion you have each of you, through the whole 


courſe of your lives, ever paid me; may God 


requite you, in more valuable bleſſings, than auy 
thing I am capable of leaving you. I have no 
need to add any inſtructions to thoſe I have al- 
ready given in the courſe of our converſation ; | 
and which you have both received, and hitherto F 


therto done; remember the words of your liv- 
ing, as well as your dying father: may the peace 
of God be with you, the Almighty God of Jacob | 
bleſs and keep you: may your father's God, and 
your own God in covenant; be your preſent in- 

: _ heritance; Þ 
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heritatice,, and your everlaſting portion: may 
your mutual happinefs be continued, and your 
everlaſting felicity be ſecured: may che glory of 
God be — chief, your great aim at all times: 


2 

| Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord and Maſter. 
| 

| 

| 

| 


whatever you ſpeak, deſign, or. perform, 
have a direct ten thereto: may you prove 
a bleſſing to ſociety in general, and inſtruqental 


of much good to tlie — 5 and people of Jeſus 
My dear friends, among whom, I nicks n- 
ade: you alſo, my dear children, who have _ 
many Art been my beſt friends and com 
3 but ſee the yearnings' of my bowels to- 
— 9 — all the tenderneſs of my ſoul is moved; 
nothing — this world raiſes the leaſt inclination 
An me to ſtay longer in it; tis that I 
cant fo 7 in; my — work- 
ing towards you; and was it not that I am fully 
1 Ene we ſhall meet again, the ſtruggle would 
| hard, very hard ; parting would be dreadful 
Work indeed: but Of let me not indulge this 
weakneſs any longer; I am going to our dear 
Lord and Maſter, the bleſſed Fefas, of whom I 
was un now ſpeaking ; and tis with him I leave 
; he will ſoon infinitely more than make 
up to me the loſs of children, and all that's dear 
to me here; and repair the loſs of a father to you. 
Here endeavouring to keep his tears, which 
ſeveral times guſhed out, and to ſuppreſs the 
| motions of his mind, which were raiſed by-the 
tears and tenderneſs of his children and friends, 
he ſunk down in the bed and fainted : they all 
- thought he was gone; but in a few minutes he 
received, and they perſuaded him to take a little 
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cordiat, and compoſe” bituſelf to reſt; 'which he 
complyed with, and' ſlept; or rather llumbered 
about two hours; which a little enlvenedd his 
ſpirits, hen he again thus began: "7 

Let me pray with you; my friends; it is Hkely 
to be the laſt time I ſhall-ever do it; and indeetf 
thought à little while ago, that this opportunity 
would not have heen allowed me; I am Juſt up⸗ 
on the brink of etermity, and- m ſatisfled tilt 
be but a few minutes, beſbre I launch into that 
boundleſs ocean: T muſt lie in my bed it the 
. am; for Fam not now able to kneef : 


Upon which, with-the greateſt calmneſs of ſhirir, 


and with his uſuab fluency He prayed : 94011, Bb 


Moſt glorivus; moſt boly Lord God? tir 


art infinite, etertial, and unchangeable, the only 
living ant true God, poſſeſſed of all poſſible ex- 
cellence and Gio: from WHhom we receive 
life, breath, and all things: thou art the High and 
lofty one, who inhabiteſt eternity”; before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadſt formed the earth, or the' world, even from 


everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art God: thou art 


the ſovereign Lord of the univerſe; the God 
of nature, the God of grace; the creator and 
poſſeſſor of heaven and earth; and all things 
therein: theſe O Lord, declare thy glory, and 
_ undeniable teſtimonies: of thine infinite wiſ- 

om, goodneſs, and power. Truly happy are 
they! and only they, in this life, who r 
intereſt in thy favour; in that is life, aud thy 
loving kindneſs is better than life: thou art the 
only faurce of real happineſs: afflicl ions with 
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thy favour, are infinitely better than deliverance 
from the greateſt diſtreſs, without it ; to have thee 
for our portion, and be deſtitute of the common 
neceſſaries of life, is beyond compariſon more 
defirable than wealth, power, and-honours, than 
all the good and glory of the world without 
thee: thy over-ruling providence diſpoſes of all 
events, and of all perſons : with the utmoſt awe 
and reverence, O Lord, we would approach thee ; 
duly ſenſible of the infinite diſtance there is be- 
tween thee, who art purity and perfection itſelf, 
and ſuch defiled, guilty creatures as we are: O 
Lord, thou art abovg and beyond all poſſible 
bleſſing and praiſe ; the ſervices of the moſt. ex- 
alted created natures, are infinitely ſhort of thee : 
tis condeſcenſion in thee to regard the moſt per- 
fect adorations, and obedience of the bleſſed 
above; what wondrous goodneſs is it then, O 
Lord, for thee to have reſpect to thoſe who 
dwell in houſes of clay, and whoſe foundations 
are in the duſt? But our conſolation is, that we 

have an all- prevailing interceſſor with thee, Chriſt 
Jeſus the righteous, our moſt bleſſed mediator 
and advocate, the Lord our righteouſneſs, and 
ſtrength, thro' whom, unworthy, and without 
him undone creatures, may have acceſs to, and 
be accepted by thee. The ſatisfaction He 
has made to thy juſtice is compleat; be 


bas died, the juſt for the unjuſt, to 


bring us unto God: he was once our ſub- 
mitting, ſuffering, crucified Saviour, he 1s now 
our exalted Lord and King; but ſtill, as our 
propitiation, is pleading his own merit before 


the throne, in behalf of his church; and by that 


„ * a we *'' 8. & 4 MASS noir” 


may I die to thy glory, in thy favour, to the 


demands, as by it he ever deſerves, whatever 


good in time, or eternity, his poor ſinful human 
creatures can want, or enjoy: thro' him alone 
we would come before thee, O Lord, May this 
act of worſhip be an act of communion with 
Thee ; may what we offer come from Thee, and 
it ſhall then aſcend to thee: let our hearts be in- 
fluenced by thy moſt Holy Spirit : let our peti- 
tions be ſuch as Chriſt may plead for above; 
and then we may be aſſured of the utmoſt ſucceſs: 


I am now, O Lord, at thy footſtool; I ſhall foon | 
be at thy bar: O! be preſent with me in theſe 


laſt moments of nature's diſtreſs; I am almoſt at 
home; and I know, I ſhall moſt certainly be 
conveyed ſafely thither: O!] make the paſſage 
eaſy, if it be thy will : now, O Lord, compleat 
thy work in me, thy goodneſs towards me; may 
this be the happieſt ſeaſon that ever I experienced: 


benefit of all that know, or may hear of me; an 
encouragement for them to chooſe that God for 
their portion, who, when his people ſtand in need 
of his aſſiſtance, is then moſt ready to afford it: 
for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, fully pardon all 
my fins ; paſs by every failing of my life; freely 
forgive whatever has been contrary to thy moſt 


holy law and nature; every fin of omiſſion or 


commiſſion, of ignorance or preſumption; what 
ever I ſtand chargeable with, by thy divine juſtice, 
Waſh me in the blood of Chriſt from all de- 
ſilement, either of original pollution, or actual 
tranſgreſſion: now, O Lord, 
covenant with thy poor creature to the full: Of 

| come, 


perform thy gracious 
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come, thou Spirit of the Maſt High, ſanQtify me 
throughout in hody and foul, and grant me that 
comfort, that peace, Which thau, O Lord, alone 
can'{t give; maintain it to the Jaſt, itillithe con- 
Hift is over, and death is ſwallowediup in victory: 
let no falle fears alarm me, no falle hopes, de- 
ceive me: let mot thy diſpleaſure tertify me; 
let not the great enemy of ſouls he ſuffereſl 
to buffet me; let not the remembrance of my 
paſt miſcarriages overwhelm aud ſink me: O 
let me know I am pardonefl, fully pardoned, 
for the ſake of my dear Redeemer: grant me, 
O Lord, an aſſurance of thy love: ;letme have 
the beſt reaſon to depend upon it, the inward 
teſlimony of thy Spirit witnefling with mine, that 
I, am a child of God: may I rhave the many 
prayers I put up to thee, my God, in the time 
of my bealth, for a preparation for death, be 
anſwered in mercy! to me naw. If it be thy will, 
O Lord, preſerve the powers and faculties of 
my mind in proper exerciſe to the laſt; that to 
my lateſt breath, and with it, I may bleſs and 
praiſe theo, declare my former experience 
of thy faithfulneſs, power, and love, and give 
an undeguable teſtimony, that religion is more 
than a ſpeculation; that it is a real principle in 
the ſoul; and then may death, O Lord, be an 
ealy, happy tranſition to me, out of a world of 
in,. 2 _ —_ to 8 pages, 
whinels, and glory with thee above: 
| — commend my friends and 
 - family, whom I muſtſ now part with, to thy 
flavour; may the bleſſing of Almighty God be 
conſtantly upon them; may what Chriſt has 
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| L 13 1 
purchaſed, and what thy; covenant ſecures, be 
their portion now and for ever: guide them by 
thy counſel here, and afterwards receive them to 
thyſelf: hear and accept us, O Lord; anſwer 
in mercy this minute, the next may be too late, 
for 4 ga Jeſus Chriſt's ſake; in whom alone is 
our hope of mercy from thee; upon his account, 
do for each of us, as we now, or may hereafter 
ſtand in need of thy aſſiſtance; and according 
to what we may have the utmoſt reaſon to bleſs 
thee for in time, and thro' the endleſs ages of 


eternity :. to God the Father, Son, and Holy 


Spirit, the one immortal, inviſible, and only 
wiſe.God;; be unintermitted honour and glory, 
adoration, blefling, and praiſe, world without 
end. Amen. | 
The length of his prayer, and the extraordi- 
nary vehemence and earneſtneſs, with which ne 
delivered it, which can hardly be conceived, *' 
but by thoſe preſent, quite exhauſted his ſpirits; _ 
and he was almoſt motionleſs, without ſpeaking | 
a word for above an hour ; when the miniſter 
who uſually attended him being acquainted how 
ill he was, came to ſee him: as ſoon as our dear 
friend ſaw him, he revived, and with a- ſur- - 
prizing alacrity, ſaid, Good fir, I am glad to fee * 
you, and eſpecially upon this occaſion ; you are 


juſt come in time to do your laſt kind offices | 


to your dying friend; fit down, I hope by 
the divine aſſiſtance, you, as well as I, will have 
comfort in my end: I have a peace within 


too great, to be expreſſed, I feel, I i = 
but no words can repreſent it: you 


find, 


B ſir, 


Ae 
br, that your labours have not been in vain; 1 
am one teſtimony to the contrary, bleſſed be 
God: thanks to you for that powerful preaching + 
I bave fat under for many years; thank you, 
fir, for that pious, that edifying converſation, 
that both myſelf, and family, Live fo often been 
favoured with: continue it, I beſeech you, to 
them; they value it as much as I do, and may 
one day bleſs you for it upon a dying bed, as I 
do now: as for myſelf, I ſhall foon be beyond 
& the reach of prayer, and above the uſe of ordi- 
| nances, in the happy, the full poſſeſſion of all 
they repreſent or lead to. h TIED 
Is it not amazing, fir? Don't you bleſs God 
with me, that ſuch a vile ſinner as I am, ſhould 
be thus caſy upon a death-bed ? and that juſt go- 
ing to appear before the great Judge of the world, 
tuch a poor emaciated creature, who has hardly 
any remains of human nature, but a withered 
kin ſticking cloſe to dry bones, ſhould be able 
to talk thus to thoſe about him? O! God has 
been ever good to me, I have experienced it in a 
a thouſand remarkable inſtances, and I find he 
will be ſo to the laſt : he is the God who has 
fed, and cloathed, and comforted me all my 
life-time ; by night and by day he has watched 
over me for good; in journies and at reſt taken 
care of me; in the day, the hour, the inſtant 
almoſt that I have cried, he has anſwered and 
ſaved me: when no arm but his own could bring 
me ſalvation, then that has done it to the full; 
I never yet called upon him in vain: O! living 
and dying, we ſhould declare the loving kindnels 
ok the Lord. | | 
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lere the miniſter broke in upon him, that be 
e not ſpend himſelf too much by talking, 
2 very ſuitable diſcourſe upon the happt- 
NPY, a believer's union with Chriſt; but he 
was aware of the * 1 and ſoon interrupted. him. 


I thank you, good fir, ſays he, I heartily thank 


you for your kind intention, you are for having 


me ſpare myſelf, I find; O! no, no, the work 
I'm engaged in, 1s purely perſonal, none can do 
it for me; indulge me therefore to go on, while 


I can ſpeak, to bleſs my God, and give my dy- 
ing teſtimony to what, as I ſaid Dk you came 


in, J have found of his faithfulneſs, power, and 


| love. Why have I ſo much irength of body 
and mind allowed me, but to uſe it for his glory? 
My ſpeech may ſhortly fail me, and my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth, O! then bleſs | 
Fad for me, and put up your prayers for my 
departing ſoul ; perhaps then 1 ſhall be able to 


hear, and underſtand you; which if I do, I'll 


let you knox, by laying my hand upon my heart. 


Is it not. the utmoſt condeſcenſion in the moſt 
high God, my friends, that he allows ſuch a 
worm as I am, to bleſs n at all; or to take his 
moſt holy name into my polluted lips? O] the 


Lord is infinitely kind and plenteous in mercy : 
bleſſed, for ever (bleſſed be God for all his diſ- 


penſations towards me thro' the whole courſe of 
my life; I conſider them now together; and 


find that the tendency of them all, has been to 


my greateſt good, and his own glory; Ol praiſ- 
cd be the Lord, even for thoſe adverle providen- 
cies, that once ſo much croſſed my inclinations, 

B 2 | ö and 
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and thwarted my defigns; I am ſenfible now, 
that all was wiſely and graciouſly ordered for my 
everlaſting advantage: O! God has indeed been 
my kindeſt, beſt friend, my moſt bountiful, moſt 
faithful and kindeſt ttenefattor. He never broke 
his promiſes : he is ever mindful of his cove- 
| rant: I have truſted in him, and never was de- 
ceired in my God, and I never ſhall be. God 
a Chrift is my rock, the portion of my foul ; 
he is my preſent good, and will be my everlaſt- 
ing felicity; O! what ſhould I now do without 
an intereſt in Chriſt ! O] the precious blood of 
_- Chriſt! Tis of infinite value; I ever ſaid, I 
thought it, ſo; but how do you think I eſteem 
it now? I am a dying, but not a periſhing crea- 
ture; no, I know in whom I have believed; in 
| Jeſus Chriſt my Lord and my God; he is able, 
And will keep what I have committed to him; he 
will conduct my ſoul ſafely to his heavenly king- 
dom; thro' him I have overcome the world, 
| - conquered temptations; and thro' him I ſhall ſoon 
be triumphant over death, and all the powers of 
darkneſs. 5 1 
O!] my precious, my immortal ſoul! thou art 
ſafe; thy Redeemer is the Lord thy Maker; he is 
an all- ſufficient Saviour, and the eternal God; 
to no leſs than God could I now truſt thee, 
without uneaſineſs, without fear; to him I moſt 
joyfully commit thee ; thou art an object of his 
love and care; he will compleat the good work 
he has begun in thee, and for thee ; thy Redeem- 
er's glory would elſe ſuffer an eclipſe: ſhake 
off thy fetters then, my ſoul, and rejoice in 
ak + Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus thy Land; 1. on thy courſe; kecp 


thy ground, maintain thy hope but a few mo- 
ments more, and thy work will be over, thy race 


run, and thou ſhalt enter upon thine heavenly 


inheritance ; Ol there ſhalt thou ever be with thy 
Lord; there, thy longings, thy breathings after 
thy God ſhall be ſatisfied : there, the cloſeneſs of 
thy union to God, and the intimacy of thy comes. 
munion with him, ſhall compleat thy happineſs: 

there ſhalt thou be an eternal witneſs to the inte- 


grity of thy Redeemer's promiſes ; to his capacity 
to ſave, and to the rich free grace of God in 


Him: O!] there ſhall be no ſorrow; and what 
is better, no fin ; there ſhalt thou know and love, 


enjoy, and glorify thy God, in a manner thou 
art here incapable of; thy love ſhall indeed cen- 
ter in him; thou ſhalt be perfectly ſuch as God 


will delight i in: thou wilt then be under no fear 


of offending bim; there will be no temptations to 


baſeneſs, and ingratitude to thy beſt friend: no 


hazard any more of ruining thyſelf, or breaking 


in upon thy peace, and happinels ; but through 
the endleſs ages of eternity thou ſhalt be Goging 


uninterrupted hallelujahs to thy God and Savi- 
our; be ever paying the debt of gratitude; the 
| leaſt part of which thou can'ſt never diſcharge ; 
becanſe the giving thee a power, in that happy 
manner to acknowledge thy obligations, will ever 
encreaſe them. 


I have juſt done, my friends, my firength fails 
me; I hope, however, to have that refreſhment 
this night, which I'm perſuaded will be the laſt 
amougſt you, that may enable me to ſpend as- 
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much of the ayproaching Cabbath, as ſhall be al- - 
lowed me on earth, as my laſt ſabbath; Ol what 
à bleſſed change would it be, to go from keep- 


ing a ſabbath with God's people on earth, to keep 


an eternal one with God himſelf i in 1 


lere he lay ſtill about two hours, then thus on 

a ſudden broke out: Am not I, (my friends) a 
monument of God's rich free grace, of his bound- 
leſs love and mercy in Chriſt? There are many 
in the world, were they to ſee me, would be pity- 


ing my caſe; perhaps think me too ghallly to look 


upon, and rejoice they w "ge e not in, my circum- 
ſtances; O! but that Id be, becauſe they 


know not my inward comforts; they are ſtran- 


gers to the joys of my ſoul ; I have perfect peace 


| within: that. peace which indeed none but God 


could give: G! I would not change conditions 


with the moſt 'wiſe, moſt wealthy, molt great, 


moſt happy on earth; was it poſſible I could be 
poſſeſs d of thouſands of worlds, what would they 


avail me in this hour of death, res much leſs in 
that approaching judgment ? What ſhould I do ? 
Whither ſhould I look! ? What would become of 


mne, (as I ſaid before) without an intereſt in 


Chriſt? O none but Chriſt! none but Chriſt ! 
no Saviour but him: O! moſt extenſive is the 


efficacy of his precious blood ! is it not, my bre- 
thren? For it has reached to me, one of the 


vileſt of ſinners: O! here is boundleſs goodneſs, 


unfathomable love ! this blood has waſhed clean 
my ſoul, the ſeat of defilement, that was as black 


as hell; purified my conſcience that was darker 
than the grave, and made it brighter than the 


light ; 


-- 
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light; in a word, this blood will make me, who 
was vile, moſl vile, a child of hell, an heir of 
wrath; holy before God, and fit to live with God, 
and the Lamb, with angels, and the ſpirits of 
ood men made perfect, to all eternity; and in a 
few minutes my ſoul ſhall be made perfect alſo: 
O!] bleſſed, for ever bleſfed be God my Sariq: 
eternal praiſes be rendered to thee: may © 
ſaints and angels for ever bleſs thee; CI my 
ſoul ſhall eternally bleſs thee. Here be broke 
off, and deſired the miniſter to perform the fa- 
mily-worſhip for him; which about an hour af- 
ter he complied with in his chamber, in a manner 
moſt ſuitable to the diſpenſation the family was 
under ; they all were bath'd in tears; he was ſtill 
all joy and extaſy, without the leaſt ſympton of 
uneaſineſs, but what their tenderneſs occaſioned : 
he was heartily thankful to the miniſter, embrac'd 
and kiſs'd his children, and took leave of them and 
his friends, in ſo affectionate and moving a man- 
ner, as tis not poſſible for words to expreſs ; he 
defired to fee them all again, if he ſurvivd the 
night; they then left him, except the'perfon a 
pointed to fit up in his chamber : none of the th. 
mily went to bed; he lay pretty quiet indeed, 
from eleven o'clock at night 'till five the next 
morning, but had no ſleep ; his eyes were never 
clos'd 'till they were clos'd in death. About 
twelve that night, they thought he would have | 
gone off, and his family being alarmed came in- 
to his room; but in about an hour he grew better, 
and they retired again; this was the laſt preſage, 
7 and 
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and about twelve o'clock the next vight, deatlr 
finiſhed his Work. 

They kept bim by himſelf Hill about eight in 
the morning, in hopes he might. ſleep, but to no 
purpoſe, though he was much refreſhed with ly ying 
ſtill, and nature ſcem d now to ſummon all its 
forces at once for the aſt onſet. Thoſe that were 

th him the day before, with ſome' other of his 
tame: came about eight ; and he bein, 
moſt deſirous to ſee them, they and his family 
drew altogether about him. He ſeemed extreme- 
= \'2 glad of their com any, and told them he 
thanked them kindly or it. They afked him 
how, he did, and how he reſted in the night ; 0 
was never better (faid he) I am near my home, 
this I know to be the way to it; watch and pray 
with me, my friends, an hour ; perhaps it may 
be but an hour, and I ſhall have no. need of 
friends or prayers : I have had reſt to night, but 
no ſleep; I have been better, much better em- 
ployed; I have been with my Saviour on the 
mount; and my ſoul's abundantly comforted and 
"refreſhed; my body is dying, but my mind is 
fill, vigorous, and alive: I feel the cold hand of 
death is actually upon me; and you may feel it 
too, if you touch my feet and legs, they are once 
more clay. Bleſſed be God, death is no king of 
terrors to me; he is a welcome meſſenger, becauſe 
ſent by my heavenly Father: here J am, O Lord, 
waiting thy pleaſure; ready to obey the ſum- 
mons ; thy will, O Lord, be done; bleſſed be 
God, that the Ack is tas below ; my head 15, 
as yet, very clear and untouched ; _ . my 
5 eart 


wt pH CA he St PR e PE ms tw ao 1 aa Gi. £4 


er decay, till it moulders in in the gray 
Tet it moulder. Who would not part with it as 


rious body; 
ruption, and ſhall be Fares with the Lord. 


1 am now going to meet; 
worldly blefling equal to you; 


yl v3 I. 


heart feels the damp, 


iſhing ſhitlg"an nd waſting ; this poor re- 
hardly * of any great- 
ve; and there 


mainder in 4 bod 


it is? tis now my burthen, my bar to bappineſs, 


an hindrance to a lively ſpiritual communion 
with my God; but, O ! my friends, tis united to 


Chriſt, and {ball thoreforecy ne day become a glo- 
this corru ption ſhall put on in of- 


Here he called for a little cordial, to fortiſy 


his heart (he ſaid) and keep it warm, to finiſh' if 
he could, what he had further to ſay: his young- 
eſt da I 
ran down her cheeks, which ſhe endeavoured to 
conceal from him ; but he 
he aſked for her brother and ſiſter, who were in 


ughter carried it to him; the tears inſtantly 


perceived her concern: 


the ſame condition with herſelf, and had therefore 


ſat in a part of the room the curtain kept from 


his fight ; he threw his cold arms about them, and 


kiſſed and embraced each with the tenderneſs of 


x dying parent. My dear children, faid he, I 


find you want to be comforted, but how can your 
father now do it? the very attempt adds to your 


grief, and my words 4 a flood of tears from 
you. O] you were moſt dear to me, and are ſo 
Hill, fince the death of your dear mother, whom 
I have known no 


been moſt dutffal and moſt affeckionate: God 


will reward your condu@ to your father, and 


make 


I Hope t to be engaged in | 
work ſuitable to a Cheat es + it is not to me a 
bed of langu 
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you have always | 


L a2] 
make up your, loſs; but yqur * chil- 
dren, for what you looſe, ſhould not beſo great, 
as your rejoicing for what.I gain: I am going to 
God, to be ever with the bleſſed. eſus: and can 
now even part with you for 2 change of 
company; O! hold on your 3 aud this 
happy lot will one day be yours, as tis now 
mine. I hope you will have cauſe to bleſs God, 
| that you ſaw your father die; I ſhall ſhow you 
What it is to die well: O! let the end of all 
your actions be the glory of God, and your whole 
lives one continued preparation for death; and 
then you need never fear a death · bed: | you will 
haue peace in your latter end, comfort in the | + 
hour of death, and rejoice in the day of judgment. tn 

The miniſter being willing to be a witneſs of N u. 
the behaviour of this extraordinary. man, as long (ac 
a8 poſſible, came in about this time, being near pats 
nine o clock; as ſoon as he drew near his bed · ſide, 25 


with much pleaſure i in his countenance, he ſhook 45 


him by the hand and ſaid, my good friend, Iam ig: 
;glad to ſee you once more ; the bappy day i is at de 
length comé that will be my laſt, and I hope my the 
tbeſt : this is the day of days, the day of God, we | 
will ſtill rejoice, af be glad in it, perhaps more 

ſo than ever we have before. This day 7 my 
Lord has been ever my delight, the joy of my 
ſoul; O! what happy communion have I had 
with you, my friends, and others of God's Pes. 
ple, in his houſe, in his ordinances! ſome o 

companions at bis table have got the ſtart of me; 
they are at home, have received their welcome, 


fand are now drinking the new wine in their fa- 
| ther's 
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ther's kingdom: But he is my father as wall a5 | 


theirs ; I {hall ſoon be with them; and as toge-. 


thet we have had fellowſhip with him at his foot- 


ſtool here, ſo there we ſhall together glorify and 


praiſe him for ever and ever. I always eſteemed. 


it as one of the greateſt bleſſings that attended the 
plentiful circumſtances it pleaſed God to beſtow 
upon me in life, that I, and my family were at 
libert 7, without incumbrance or interruption, . to 
er! the public worſhip, of God, and ſpend the. 
ſabbath in a way becoming our holy Chriſtian 


prafeffiori, without being in any mealure engaged 


” * 


this day to live, and I hope I have but this day's. 


either in the buſineſs or pl aſures of the world. 


work to do: I am now to die; I am not now, 


(adored be e to prepare for death; my ac- 
counts of each day have beet 
and my immenſe debt has been forgiven me: I. 
am now waiting for the glori | $ diſcoveries-of an 
fi! « Als F184 JP dh os. Nite”. / SRO ITE 9 
invifible world; and thanks be to Got my Re- 
deemer, J am not afraid to enter upon them. He 
then immediately went on as follows: ,; - 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of ſabbath; thou, 
art the God F. the ſpirits of all 1 they art 
the portion o my ſoul, and ſhalt be To 1 | 
by thy Almighty power, am orice more brought 
ti.) Tg& A406 $4 FPOLgy a3; 4b NE i T2: | 
tO the beginning of thy own day, the laſt I 9 
like to enjoy upon earth; make it to me, 


Lord, for my bleſſed Redeemer's ſake, a moſt. 


happy day indeed, the beſt ſabbath I ever experi- 


enced ; that I may have the utmoſt cauſe to bleſs 


Thee for this day to all eternity; finiſh my graci- 
1 ous 


* 


4. have been. each day ſettled ;' | 


for ever * 
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ous God, thy work of grace in e Gale 
pr epare me for the everla aſting, enjoyment; of 1 
ſelf; compleat my repentanc towards thee; 
me not have a fin unpardoned ; may 1. eſus 
my Lord be made to me, to t the utmoſ Wiſd 
righteouſnels, ſanRificatiqn, : nd redemptig 12 
me know thee, and thy dear DIE ſo as toſg 2 5 
eternal life; may I loye God with my. IP le.” 
heart, mind, and ſrength, with that. affe lion 
which i is ſuitable to the excellency of thy nature, z, 
O! let me be conform'd to the image of Ke . 
and made a partaker of the  boline(s-of * 
much as a Þgor creature is Re ane? theregf:, 922 
my faith and love be in the highe ſt .exerciſe e this 
day: let not the approach 98 9 1 deal be able to 
ſhock the one, « or abate the of er: O! let every. 
power and facult of my ſoul be e and 
exerted to the Jt, 3 in bleſſing and praiſing thee, 

my God, and in declaring, my hopes in thee, my 
defires towards thee, and what thou haſt biber 
done for my TJoul.: O! may this ſabbath be in 
reality, not only to us here preſent, but to all 
thy people upon earth a blefſed earneſt of, anda 
full preparation for, an everlaſting, bene 8 

reſt with thee above: hear for Jeſus Chriſt 
and When thou heareſt, 0 Lor $ Te ve; 1 
upon this account do for us, and for all thy peo- 
ple, according to thy infinite unbounded love in 
a dear Redeemer; according to what He has: 
merited by his moſt precious blood, and we ſtand 
in need of; according. to what we have now. e 
in the whole courſe 0 life, aſked in his name, 38 
far as it may be for by glory, and ſuitable to 
our 
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our circumſtances; and to the glorious Creator 
of heaven and earth, may there now and for- 
5 ever be aſcribed all honour, glory, and power, 
et; right, majeſty, and dominion, Amen and A men. 
us! Soon after he had done,Fhe defired the mi- 
122 niſter to pray with him, and to read the fiſteentn 
gt. chapter of the firſt Epiſtle. to the Corinthians, 
in. which he accordingly did: the only petitions he 
Je. directed him to put up for him, were, that God 
on-'l might be glorified to the utmoſt in him, and by 
bim; that his inward peace might continue; that 
bis ſpiritual joy might increaſe; and that he might 
a. have a glorious, triumphant entrance into the 
let joy of his Lord. During the time of this prayer, 
his whith was moſt admirably adapted to the deſire 
of 'our friend, he was like a ma_ an extaſy: 
his heaven indeed was now begun;%and he ſeem'd. + 
from this inſtant to have his inward" ſatisfadtion 
growing greater and greater, till at laſt he was 
made perfect in happineſs. „ 
The miniſter now took his leave, being obliged 
to perform the duties of his function. They parted 
as if they had no hope of ſeeing each other again 
here below, and a great many weighty and affec- 
ionate things paſs d on either fide. He liv'd how-+ 
ever till the miniſter return d, but though he knew 
him, as appeared by the ſigns he made, he was un- 
able to ſpeak a word to him. The reſt of the com- 
pany; ftaid to the laſt : they now at his requeſt, 
which he. intimated by ſigns, went to breakfaſt, and 
he layquiet all the time, which was about half an 
hour; ſoon after they had done he ſaid to them: ; 
il 


. 


C iy 


in have been many, 'tis true, very many, but 
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My dear friends, I find my ſtrength much im- 5 

pair'd ſince yeſterday; but ſure I am a wonderful | 

monument of God's mercy'; I am a dying man, 

and have no pain, either in body or mind: O! 

why ſhould not the t&rors of the Almighty now 

fall upon me, and diſtract my ſoul ? I have been 

a moſt criminal creature; by nature vile, and by 

actual tranſgreſſions much more abominable; | 

why am I not now an object of God's indi 

tion, a terror to you and myſelf! O! why is not 

my mind full of horror? why am I not under : 

the ſevereſt weight of his wrath? O! my be- 

loved friends, that this is not my caſe, is whol- | 

ly owing to his rich, free Grace in Chriſt | 


15 


Jefus, and not to any deſert of mine: was I 
to have no other comfort now, but what my 

paſt ſervices hade merited, what a miſerable con- 
dition ſhould I be in? the duties I have engaged 


how unworthily have they been perform d? how - 
often have I worſhiped God. without faith and 
hope in due exereiſe, without a ſincere forrow | 
for fin, without unfeign'd love to Him, or de- 
light in his ways; without holy deſires towards 
him? How often have I pretended to praiſe and 
bleſs him, when my heart and my affections have 
been unmov'd, and I have been dull, careleſs, 
and thoughtleſs in his ſervice ? How have I ad- 
ded to my guilt, when I made a ſhew of depre- 
cating thy wrath, O Lord! and imploring thy 
pardon for paſt offences? and how have my 
thoughts of Thee, and my expreſſions in duty 
to Thee, been infinitely ſhort of the perfections of 
L | | | thy 
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| thy divine majeſty ?—O how great and inname- 


rable have been my fins and miſcarriages ? How 
many and groſs my backſlidings from my God? 
O! the thoughts of theſe things might over- 


 whelm me, and would do ſo, had I not the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt to plead; that's more than 
a balance to all, that either my own heart, or 
the juſtice of God, can charge me with; here 
my hope is only fix d; in Chriſt I am ſafe; 
and in him alone; on his merit I have ventured 
thro time, and have not been diſappointed; on 
his merit I can venture upon an eternity, with- 
out any fear of miſcarrying, I now again as I 
have before, diſcard all that I have done; no- 
thing can avail or ſtand me in any Read before 
God, but the merit of my dear Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus. Chriſt; I-expe& to be freely juſtify d for 
the ſake of Chriſt alone; to be openly acquitted 
of the debt I oe to God, becauſe Chriſt Jeſus 
has paid it: upon this I venture my ſoul; O! let 
me have but what Chriſt has purchaſed for me, I 
am ſatisfied, and ſhall be evermore fatisfied ; tis 
all I can want, or my ſoul be able to enjoy to all 
eternity; E. 21948 2 .».41 14032 2 
Alter this, his diſcourſe was much interrupted, 
he began to faulter in his ſpeech, and he wanted 
ſtrength to expreſs the earneſtneſs of his ſoul: he 


was continually crying out, as he was able, to 
thoſe about him: O! the riches of God's free 


grace in Chriſt ! ineſtimable is the love of. God, 
O! his wondrous goodneſs to me a worthleſs 
worm! O! what returns can I make for all this 
profuſion of mercyl. My dear friends, bleſs 

3 C 2 Cod 


PY 


[ 28 J 


forever, bleſſed be God my Saviour; O! I love 
Him, I find I love him now indeed with my whole 


breath, than all things: T have not a deſire but 
what is altogether towards him; I long to be with 
Him; O! when ſhall I appear before God: he 
is my God, the portion of my ſoul, my only feli- 
city and happineſs, my delight, my utmoſt wiſh, 
my all: O! none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt, 
He pauſed between each of the laſt above - menti- 
oned expreſſions; though to preſerve the con- 
nection we have thought proper to inſert them 
together. | 


ſaid: My brethren, is not this very amazing 
to you ? when I contemplate the holineſs of God, 
I can't but cry out that I myſelf am vile, moſt 
vile; and then when. I confider the juſtice of 
God; could any one imagine but that I ſhould 
be ftruck with moſt dreadful apprehenfions of ap- 
proaching judgment, and deſerved wrath ? in- 
ſtead of that, I am under no fear of the latter, 


fore this holy, this juſt God: I have a righteouſ- 
\ nels to plead that is perfect: the holy Jeſus is my 
ſecurity ; and I cannot be difappointed ; in Chriſt 
the juſtice of God is as much my ſecurity, as his 
mercy : here's a holineſs that tranſcends that of 


däeemer with poſſible folly : O! I know I am par- 
doned for the ſake of Jelus Chriſt my only Lord 


pardoned 5 


God hee and for me: bleſſed be the Lord 


heart; O!] he is dearer to me than life, than 


About /a quarter of an hour after this, he 


and much deſire the former; I long to appear be- 


all the angelic hoſt ; there is no charging my Re- 


and Mediator; I am ſure of it; l am fully, freely 
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pardoned : I ſhall ſoon be throughly ſanctißed, 
and completely fitted for glory: O] I want words 
to expreſs my gratitude, to tell my joy ;. adored 
be God, my Lord, my Saviour : this 1s the work 
of God alone: O] unfathomable love! infinite 
condeſcenſion! unmerited, unbounded grace to 
a vile offender ! I deſerve hell; I enjoy heaven. 
Here, at his requeſt, one of thoſe about him 
read the eighth chapter of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans; and at almoft every verſe, he would ſay 
ſomething fuitable to the contents of it. About 
one o'clock his legs were quite cold, as high as his 
knees, and his fingers and hands were not much 
otherwiſe: he deſired his children to come near 
him once more, and take their laſt leave; for he 
was apprehenſive he ſhould not be able to fpeak 


much longer: he kiſs'd and embrac'd them as be- 


fore, but told them, that would be mdeed the 
laſt time he ſaid, he was afraid his breath might 
be offenſive to them: they were very much moved 
at this; and aſſured him to the. contrary ; ſhew- 
ing ſhewing every mark of tenderneſs, even when 
he could ſpeak no more to convince him that no- 


thing of that nature, from a dying father, cou 
be diſtaſteful to them. : 


The laſt words he direted to them alone, 
were: My deareſt children, may you be bleſſed 
living and dying: let your dependence be ever 
rightly placed on God your Saviour, and you'N 


always experience the happineſs reſulting from it 


to ſoul and body: let your ſubmiſſion to his 
providence be always entire and chearful ; 
ſtudy diligently his revealed will, and at all times 

2g C3 ſincerely 
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ſincerely endeayour to perform it : live ſuitably 


to your engagements to him: be conſtant in your 


communion with his church: may your time be 


much ſpent in prayer to him, in praiſing of him, 


in the delightful contemplation of his divine per- 
fections, his works of creation, redemption, and 
providence, in ſelf- examination, and in conver- 
ſation with his people. May the glory of God, 
and the good of his church, be the conſtant deſire 
of your hearts, and to promote the ſame the utmoſt 
endeavour of your lives: may you be kept from 
all defections from the God of our Salvation; 
may every grace of his Holy Spirit be implanted 


in your ſouls; may every grace be in daily and 
due exerciſe; may he never leave you, nor for- 
ſake you; may you grow every inſtant more F 


meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the 
ſaints in light: may you increaſe with all the in- 
creaſe of God, and be found to glory and praiſe 
at the coming of Chriſt Jeſus; thro' whoſe righ- 
teouſneſs, in which alone you can be. accepted, 
may you be preſented blameleſs without ſpot, at 
'S bar of God: and be your parents crown of 
fejoicing in the great day. | 

Theſe things were ſpoken with. a very low 
voice, and much interruption, tho' in a ſurpriſing 
manner, conſidering how much he had faultered 
in his ſpeech before. 


One aſk'd him, if he ſtill thought as he had 


faid in the morning, that this would be his laſt 
day: O! yes! (he ſaid) yes! yes! on this bleſ- 
ſed, this happy day, my dear Lord aroſe from 
the dead, and finiſhed the great work of man's 
WE. redemption 
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redemption; and he will this diy, I doubt not 
compleat his goodneſs towards me; this day f 


ſhall be with him in paradiſe; I ſhall get rid of 


this clog, this poor, wither'd, worn-out carcaſs ; 


and be all life, all ſpirit, in the preſence. of my 


bleſſed Lord aid Maſler. 
O bleſſed be my deareſt Lord. God, 1nd for the 


aſſiſtance I have had, for the mercies, the hap: 


pineſs, I may ſay, of a death- bed: O! my ſpeech 


will go, I find, before me. 
O Lord, I am waiting for thy ſalvation. 
Lord Jeſus receive my departing ſpirit. 
To thee my God and Saviour, I commit and 


. commend my ſoul; tis thine ; thou haſt redeem- 
Fal 


O! my friends, Chriſt is my guide; I am go- 


ing to enter into the valley of the ſhadow. of 
death, and know not one ſtep of the way; yet 
I ſhall not take one. wrong ſtep: all the powers 
of darkneſs ſhall not, tho' they are now exerting 


their utmoſt force, be able to hurt me; my ſoul 
is the charge of angels, and the Almighty God! is 
my ſhield and defence. 

O] look not upon me as an object of your 
compaſſion or concern; , pity me not as a dying 
man; I am happy, I am all joy; I have enoug 


heart can hold: O! God is reconciled : he is all 
love; he is unchangeably, everlaſtingly, mine, 
and I ſhall be happy in my God for ever: O! 
here is heaven; here is joy unutterable. _ 
O! come and take me to thyſelf, bleſſed Jeſus. 
O! how I long for God ; how my ſoul defires 
him. Ol 


| to diflolve my very being; | have more than m 
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O1 for a ſight of Chriſt in glory ; to be ſatiſ- 


fied with his likeneſs. 

Ol for the boſom of eternal mercy: blefs God 
for me, my friends, and praiſe him; and may 
angels, and the bleſſed ſpirits above, take the 
ſong of praiſe from your lips, and carry it up 
before the throne of God, and to the Lamb, in 
a more exalted glorious manner than you are ca- 


pable of: O] I ſhall ſoon make one of their blel- 


ſed ſociety. 

The Lord bleſs you, my dear children, and 
friends; pray, pray for me, my ſpeech is juſt gone; 
I can ſcarce ſpeak at all. After this, no perſon could 
be aſſured what he ſaid, ſo that thoſe broken ſen- 
tences which laſt fell from him are all omitted. 


The reader may pleaſe to take notice, that he 


was about two hours uttering thoſe expreſſions 


_ inſerted after what he ſaid to his children; and 
that he hardly ſpoke two ſentences together, tho 
the tranſcriber has connected them: it was now 
about five o'clock, and the miniſter came again 

to ſee him: he was not able to ſpeak a word to 


him, having been ſpeechleſs above an hour ; 


however he was ſenſible who he was, and held 
up both his hands, in token, as it was underſtood, 


of his defire the miniſter ſhould go to prayer, 


which was accordingly done; and he caſt up his 


hands and eyes ſeveral times, as if duly ſenſible 


of, and affected with, what was ſaid: after this 


he lay very ſtill for a long time, and the com- 


pany were for leaving him, thinking he might 
fall aſleep; but about ten o'clock. they found he 


was jult expiring ; when going round his bed, he 


opened 
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opened his eyes and moved his hand towards his 
ſon who was next him; his ſon took hold of it, 
and he found his father preſs'd his hand; after 
which he made the ſame motion to them all, by 
which they concluded he was ſenſible. About 
half an hour after eleven his laſt moment came ; 
he reſigned his ſoul without a ſigh, without a 
groan, and ſweetly fell aſleep in Jeſus: he died 
with a ſmile upon his lips, which ſeem d indeed 
to be ſettled upon his countenance from the in- 
ſtant he became ſpeechleſs; which was look d 
upon as an evidence of his inward tranquillity, 


and an indication of that peace his happy foul 
is now in full poſſeſſion of. O! bleſſed, bleſſed 


indeed is the death of the righteous! there is no 


latter end like theirs. 
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